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the last chapter is a resume of the literature on Lao-Tsi among Western thinkers 
and a short review of the several translations that have heretofore appeared. 

The book is carefully prepared, and the opinions of the author are both just 
and well matured. 

The Mental Traits of Sex. An Experimental Investigation of the Normal Mind 
in Men and Women. By Helen Bradford Thompson, Ph. &., Sometime 
Fellow in the Department of Philosophy, the University of Chicago, Director 
of the Psychological Laboratory, Mount Holyoke College. Chicago : The 
University of Chicago Press. 1903. Pages, vii, 188. Price, $1.25. 

This little work by Helen Bradford Thompson oomes from the Psychological 
Laboratory of the University of Chicago which is under the direction of Professor 
James Rowland Angell, and may be taken as a sample of the work that is accom- 
plished in this institution. The author's material consisted mainly of students of 
the University of Chicago, and she subjected them to experiments which fall into 
seven groups, ' ' dealing respectively with motor ability, skin and muscle senses, 
taste and smell, hearing, vision, intellectual faculties, and affective processes. One 
chapter of this monograph is devoted to each group. A list of the experiments 
under each group will be found at the beginning of each chapter. At the end of 
each chapter there is a comparison of results with those of other investigators, and 
a general summary." 

These seven chapters, II. to VIII., are illustrated by diagrams, and the result 
is summed up in tables which make it easy to judge at a glance what were the re- 
sults of the experiments. The summary of the author's conclusions is set forth in 
the last chapter. 

As to discriminative sensibility, our author says : ' ' The number of cases in 
which the advantage is on the side of the women is greater than the number of 
cases in which it is on the side of the men. The thresholds are on the whole lower 
in women ; discriminative sensibility is on the whole better in men. Those sensory 
judgments into which sensations of movement enter directly, such as the discrim- 
ination of lifted weights and of visual lines and areas are somewhat better in men. 
All these differences, however, are slight. 

' ' As for the intellectual faculties, women are decidedly superior to men in 
memory, and possibly more rapid in associative thinking. Men are probably su- 
perior in ingenuity. In general information and intellectual interests there is no 
difference characteristic of sex." 

For the sake of comparing her own views with the prevailing biological view 
of the mental differences between the sexes, our author characterises its general 
tenets as follows : 

' ' The differentiation between the sexes in the course of evolution has been in 
the direction of a sort of division of labor, the male assuming the processes of nu- 
trition and the female those of reproduction, which has made women more anabolic 
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and men more catabolic in physiological structure. This difference is displayed in 
its most elementary form by the two sexual cells. The female is large and immo- 
bile. It represents stored nutrition. The male cell is small and agile. It repre- 
sents expenditure of energy. From these fundamental characteristics the social 
and psychological differences can be deduced. The female represents the conser- 
vation of the species — the preservation of past gains made by the race. Her char- 
acteristics are continuity, patience, and stability. . . .The male, on the other hand, 
represents the introduction of new elements. Males are more variable than females 
throughout the animal kingdom. Everywhere we find the male sex adventurous 
and inventive." 

Our author concludes : 

"It is evident that, on the surface at least, the results at which we have ar- 
rived accord very well with this theory. Men did prove in our experiments to have 
better-developed motor ability and more ingenuity. Women did have somewhat 
keener senses and better memory. The assertion that the influence of emotion is 
greater in the life of women found no confirmation. Their greater tendency toward 
religious faith, however, and the greater number of superstitions among them, 
point toward their conservative nature — their function of preserving established be- 
liefs and institutions." 

As our author does not wish to enter into the question as to whether or not 
woman's position will be changed in the future, she is satisfied with the following 
hint : 

' ' There are, as everyone must recognise, signs of a radical change in the so- 
cial ideals of sex. The point to be emphasised as the outcome of this study is that, 
according to our present light, the psychological differences of sex seem to be largely 
due, not to difference of average capacity, nor to difference in type of mental ac- 
tivity, but to differences in the social influences brought to bear on the developing 
individual from early infancy to adult years. The question of the future develop- 
ment of the intellectual life of women is one of social necessities and ideals, rather 
than of the inborn psychological characteristics of sex." 

Eseais de philosophib generale. Cours de philosophie par Charles Dunan, 
professeur de philosophie au College Stanislas, Docteur es Lettres. Paris : 
Ch. Delagrave. 1902. Pages, vi, 838. 

This book of 838 pages, modestly called an essay, is properly speaking a com- 
pendium of philosophy, representing a course of all its branches, such as a student 
at a French university will have to pass through. The author, Charles Dunan, is 
Professor of Philosophy at the College Stanislas, and the book in its present form 
is the second edition which has grown out of the lectures and other practical labors 
of its author. 

The book opens with a complete psychology, discussing the psychological 
method, the nature of consciousness, including the different theories of conscious- 



